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Global impact award success

for Menston-based chari

By Claire Lomax
01943 &07022

THE Menston-based char-
ity The Bambisanani Part-
nership has been highly-
commended at the annual
University of Leeds Sustain-
ability Awards in the Global
Impact category for promot-
ing sustainable education
and health.

For the past 15 years, the
charity has worked in one of
South Africa’s most deprived
rural areas using sport as a
catalyst to promote educa-
tion, health, global citizen-
ship and leadership.

Despite the pandemic, the

rinership has worked tire-
essly with partners in South
Africa to mitigate the impact
of Covid-19 through its com-
mitment to using sport and
education to improve the
lives of people in the UK and
South Africa.

Developed by St Mary's
School, Menston, and Mnya-
kanya High School in Kwa-
Zulu-Matal, South Africa,
the partnership now includes
many more schools and uni-
versities in both countries.

The partnership was a

founding member of the
Swiss-based charity Sport
and Sustainability Interna-
tional.

In recent years more than
10,000 woung people from
the UK and South Africa
have participated in Bam-
bisanani programmes and
projects.

The charity has gained
international acclaim for its
pioneering work and driven
by Andy Lockwood and Su-
zzi Garnett, the University of
Leeds involvement has taken
this to new heights.

Sport and physical activity
have contributed to the 'Cy-
cle to Success’ programme,
working with charity part-
ners in South Africa to de-
velop a rural bike hub for its
cycling project.

David Geldart, founder of
the Bambisanani Partner
ship, said: “The University
of Leeds has played a signifi-
cant role in developing the
partnership over the past
seven years with students
and members of staff being
involved in a range of land-
mark projects and collabora-
tions that are changing lives
in rural South Africa.

The Bambisanani Parinershiph has worked in one of South Africa’s most deprived rural areas
using sport as a catalyst to promote education, health, global citizenship and leadership

“It is indeed a tremendous
honour to receive this pres-
tigious award, based on the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, from a
university which has an out-
standing international repu-
tation in this area.

“We were in the company
of some genuinely world class
projects that were also nomi-

nated in this category so his
award is great recognition
for all our team members in
both countries who  work
tirelessly to advance the part-
nership.”

Zoe Gilbank, from the
University of Leeds, said:
“It's been amazing reading
through and seeing all the in-
credible individuals, groups

and projects across the uni-
versity that are working hard
to ensure we are creating
a ﬁuslainub]c future togeth-
er.

The University of Leeds
Global Impact Award rec
opnises innovative projects
that have a significant global
impact in addressing sustain-
ability challenges.

THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021



